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HOW TO BUY AMMO AT CALIFORNIA GUN SHOWS 

 

You can purchase ammo at The Vallejo Gun Show. What you need to purchase 

ammo in California:  

 

• California Real ID. Driver’s licenses that have a silhouette of a bear with a 

star in the upper righthand corner indicate that it IS a California REAL ID. 

If there is no bear or star and it says “Federal limits apply” it is NOT a 

California REAL ID and you will need to bring a second form of ID such as 

your birth certificate or passport. 
 

• The information on your REAL ID must match EXACTLY what the DOJ has on 
file for you in your CFARS (California Firearms Application Reporting System) 
account. Go to www.cfars.doj.ca.gov to check and/or update your CFARS 
account. If you have purchased a gun in California in the last 10 years you 
have a CFARS account. If you have ever purchased a gun in California, you 
can get a CFARS account by logging onto their website.  
 
If you have never purchased a gun in California it is recommended that 
you either: 
 

o Purchase a firearm. Purchase of any firearm will automatically  
put you in the system and create a CFARS account for you.   
 

o Get a COE (Certificate of Eligibility). A COE costs $22 and will give  
you a one-year background clearance to buy ammo. Go to  
www.oag.ca.gov then (type COE into their search option) to find  
requirements and apply for a C.O.E. 
 

If you have any questions about ammo purchase, the ammo dealers at the Vallejo 

Gun Show are very knowledgeable and helpful.  


